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MURAT HALSTEAD'S REPORT

The Journal’s Commissioner
Analyzes the Condition of
the Unhappy Island.

He Believes That Salvation
for It and Advantage for
Us Lies in Annexation,

Fatal Errors Which Have Thrust
One of Earth's Richest Spots
to Ruin’s Edge.

Battles Which Shed Little Blood, but
Are Remorselessly Destroying
the lsland's Prosperity:

REBELLION COMPARED TO OUR OWN.

Spain's Sulcidal Policy of Clinging to an
Island Which, Under Her Mismanage-
ment, Yields Less Than [t Costs.
The Wrongs Which Cubans
Have Revolted Against.

By Murat Halstead,

#fter @ month of study of Cuba in Cuba,
the first words written under the Stars and
Btripes, and a sense of all that flag means

for frecdom, are that the pence and proper- |

Ity of the most fertile and falrest, the larg-
eat and noblest of (he American islands,
demand that it shall, through paclfic Inter-
national procegses, yleld to the drift of manl-
fest desting, and the aftraction of gravita-
tion of the great Republie, and take its place
83 an indestructible Htate of the Indlassolu-
ble American Unlon—one of the stars of our
natlongl constellation—the United States.

My contentlon lg that this “‘consummation
devoutly to be wished" will be led up to by
the procession of evenls in the course of a
few years, and the aclilevement celebratod
In our hlstory as ranking with the memora-
ble expansion of our domain, from the Mls.
gisslpl to the Pacifie, Including Texas and
Orlifornis, by the Loulsiana purchase and
the war with Mexico.

The second word Is to make acknowl-
ment of the courtesy and friendliness of the
commandlng offlcers In Cuba, to whom I
owe more than the obllgation of politeness—
gincere thanks for many attentions und con-
stant consideration.

Perhapa it is well 1 shounld say that the
convictlon that It ls our toevitable polley,
and best for all conc i rned, Lo shape the na-
tiona! movemu:t . ;U pmats the srmezation
of Cuba, s one not eatertained ontll I un-
dertook to serve the Young Glant of New
Fork jourmels i Havena, and dlligently
gought to inform myself, that T might
through the press aid the intelligence of
others.

The objectlon to the annexation of Cuba
which has been most urged 1s the charaocter
of the population, and that which has been
urged @s especlilly objectionable, 18 the al-
leged majority of colored people. But there
§s not a majority of blacks In Cuba, although
the census of 1841 so declared. The state-
ment given out that year wos that the peo-
ple were dlvided: Blacks free and sluves,
580,838; whites,. 418,281. Thls geems to
have taken Its place permanently In the his-
tory of the worll. The census of 1870,
given In great detdll, shows: Total whites,
065,788, Blacks—free, 287,827 slaves, 171,-
087; total blacks, 458,614, The latest report
1 have been nble to get that seems thorough
gnd to be relled upon I8 this:

CUBA.

Murat Halstead.

The Jonrnal's Chlef War Correspondent In Cubs.

have two willion Inhabltants, and In ten
vears three millions, and riches “beyond
the dreams of ayvarice,”" The value of prop-
erty in the Island would be trebled to-mor-
row If it were known she wis coming lnto
our system.

The Spanlards and Cubansare of the sume
blood and lliterature and language, read the
same authors, and pruy at the snme altars,
bave the same traditlons, snd only grievous
misgovernment has divided them, and noth-
ing but injustice counlidl have forced them
Into opposition to each other, sharpened to
deadly bostility.

TUnder the magle of otit Unfon, strong and

just, hatreds would flee away, and brothers.
In Blood helonging to the same farlly dind |

lke sources of pride and prosperid, @ if ¥4
# plty rs well as disaster that Spanisris
and their children, the Oubans, shonld be
at war, and the true cure for It is the an-
nexation of the island to the American
Union. We should not revlle the Spaniarvd
In regard to his relations with Ouba. His
fault ls he bhas not been able to escape from
his own system. He s Its glaye as Cuba 18
ita yletim. Why should Spaln ellng with a
grasp as of degpalr to the last of her great
American dominlons? Her gelf-respect, her
rymp and vanity, her pride and dignity,
have survived the loss of Florlda and Texas
and New Meéxleo, part of Colorado and Ne-
vada and Callfornla and Mexleo, and of all
South Amerlca except Brazll—never hers—
and all the West Indles but the few she
holds. Why should Cuba be the exception
to all rnles, the one spot where the eontinua-
tion of the logiec of the history of Spain must
be forever regarded as a degradatlon—the
land where the same fulfilment of fate ns
in the case of Mexico nnd FPern and all the

QOensus of the island of Cuoba, publisbed on the Hlst of December, 1887:
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A White Majority, /| ¢

This shows more than fwo-thirds of the
population of the island are white, and there
Is & white majority in each of the slx prov-
Inces. Thus is eliminated at a siroke the
negro bugaboo. The blacks will no more
rule Cuba politically or soclally than they
do Kentucky, nnd many of them have In
Cuba developed self-rellance and capacity.

It may be sald the negroes are in some
respects In a better position in Cuba than in
poy of the States of the Amerlean natlon.
The races In the Island ussochite on such
terms of Intimacy and good fellowshlp that
Ouba Is a State firmly and wisely governed
svould be an Invaluable object lesson to the
people of the Unlted States, showing that it
1 not necessary to degreade and desplse and
trample upon the blacks to prevent them
from becoming too powerful in politics or
too prominent in society.

Berious stndy of the whites of Cuba, who
would under pur system be, of course, the
preponderant element and give political
charficter to the State, has elevated estima-
tlon of the Spanlards and the Cubans as pos-
sible free and equal citizens of the Repub-
He. The American people have undervaloed
persistently the ecapacity for self-govern-
ment of the people who have not had thele
opportunities. Tt ls fortunate Cuba did not
fall Into our hands ag & slive State, for
whep the slave power was so great In our
Government, and a greater peril (than we
were aware, it must have inerensed our diff-
enltles, and our sovorelgn Stute ldea would
At the same time have taken evil shape.
But that Is all over. Our free Unlon as It
stands 15 'one and Inseparable,” and just ag
eertatin ‘as that Is so, Is the faer that the
Btates dare Inmporishable quantities, tever to
be aubteacted from the sum. Onr State
method of self-government & that which
Cuba wants—the siyle of aotonomy she
nopldi—nnd the pressure of our mighty
forees upon Coban ways In affairs polltical
would steady the Statp of Cuba to asccept
her share of our destiny and ask for no
more. Inour Uilon ghe wouldl In five years

rest ghould be nssoeclated with dlshonor?
Awlz Spain to Heason,

- We would not strike Spaln a stealthy
blow; we wonld uot if we could Infdiet
apon her bumliliation, but we would In-
vite her to comsent to reason with us,
for It doed not become her anelent gran-
denr to oocupy with a tenaclty that counts
nge cost, and a spirkt of sacrifice that
threatens her vital resources, an attitnde
that Is irrational—that amounts to n manla
regarding one island,

Why not consider that France, after
pouring armies Into Hagtl, féund 1t un
tenable, and abandoned it to the doom that
has befallen? The mistake Francs made
was In giving so many llves and so muoch
gold to hold the island she has lost. Bhe
was wlie not to go on squandering her
strength In a distant ollme, when 1t be-
ceame evident that the account wns to be
always olie not of profit, but of logs. Spain
has reached precisely that point In Cuba.
The Island has ceased to be remunerntive.
It will cost ber more and more and rFleld
less and less untll she lots E0. All the
revenue thot can be drawn from 1t must
now go to it, so that the Spanish Interost
in Cuba is all Indirect, and the theory of
utility 18 deceptive. Bpanlsh govr.-rim_:ent
in Cuba s a self-evident fallure, and can-
not be made anything else.

In the courss of the very Interesting con-
versution I had the pleasure of having with
Captaln-General Marin, now the Governor
General of Porto Rico, he snld he was a man
win held ldeas In high estimntion, and
that thove were “many of the best people
of the Island" engaged In the attempred
revoliitlon of 18681878 —the Ton Yours'
War—but ho contended that the enl griev-
anees that then existad had been oforined
secovding to the terms of the final pacifon-
o, Well, that war resulted ! fastening
upon thi: vevénne of Cuba more then $200,-
DO0,000 of war debt, or nearly, altogether,
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$10,000,000 a yedr Interest, the price of the
lemporary subjugatlon of Cuba, pald for
by herself, Rut this money does not go to
Bpnin, and oever ecan go to her. It Is
swallowed up 88 In a sink-hole In the
islani.

Cubn 1s & mortgaged plantitlon—mort:
guged to the fill extent of {5 worth—and
Spaln, a8 the nnfortundte proprietor, looks
over a beattiful estate whose “Future can
have oo Ineome for him to dlgpose of. The
only use of It {8 that of & country for the
ednoation, diselplinge and adventure of
Spain’s young men berond the seas, and fat
places for her milltury chieftaing wnd their
favorites, and the support of o &warm of

1 aJl';' f%‘ 'Til;\l.‘ﬁ. 'i‘

ungritefai and- lnsatlable ofice  holders.
{Thert” TVab dotibl a cotiain convariiohes
(and Blandlshment In this, but it would be

wemld < throd thelr attentlon o thelr own
counfry—thelr own Incomparable peninsula:
Development ar home is the hope of her
future. | She bas Tor centurles wosted her
substance In colonfes, and the result is
her compurative poverty, and her men ars
perislilng and her mouey wastlng unproft-
ably and irrecoverably.

Follow the figure of the mortgaged es-
tate, Cuban I8 the farm thit Spain has bor-
rowed money on. nntll the rent barely pays
the Interest. [Is there anything golng to
happen on the farm that will make it again
the luerative, enriching possession that It
cnce was or seemed to be, by false book-
keeplng? Are Lhe: tenants happy, Indus-
trious, contented and putting thelr hands
heartlly to productive labors? Quite the
vontrary I8 true. They are devastating
the fields, burning the sugar cane, tramp-
ling upon or neglecting, to its destructlon,
the indigenous seductive and delightful
tobaceo, Here we find that lnbor |s gnnl-
hilating the ecapital of the country, It Is
the worst confliet the world has seen,

The fugar and tobaceo of Cuba, under
favorable conditions, amount in ronnd num.
bers to §100,000,000 annunlly, and this niag-
nificent mortgaged farm Is the prey not
only of remoraekes,u usurers, but Implacable
striliers.

This Is .a combination that Jleaves no
chanee. Tt will make the richest island
in the world infliet lmpoverishment alike
upon princely: proprietors snd thrifty work-
lugmett.  Why should’ the Spanlard im-
poverish Hlmself to hold™an empiy title for
land' that wust elange owters before it
can yleld Income? The question is whether
Spain will ruln herself for Ouba's sake,

I met in Havana a gentleman whe gave
his confdence unreseryedly as to his af-
falrs, - He had otice, andl not long ago, a
lnrge Income, He was afluent, and his
habits expensive, His family was large
and happlly 1s still unbroken, but his pos-
seastons have been vanlsliing, ns he snrs,
under the blight of the most dreqdfyl mls-
government, There Is nothing the matier
with' the edrth or sky of Cuba. Sugar,
thovgh: the island no longer has the blg
end of the monopoly, 1s still gold, and so is
tobaceo, 1 quote his very words. Hge
anld: “I am not a politiclan. T have not
been a theorlst In government and have
not taken a strong partlsan posltion—am
nnt\a partlsan. 1 am a man of business,
and’ yet I know now that my only hope
and that of thousands like me to esrapn
utter roin, Is that the United States will
find pome way to annex Cubi before It Is
too late. I am not the enemy of the
Spanfard, but # Bpaln wins In this ywar I
am ralned. T know well what Spapiah
government s, and if {t goes on here I am
rulned—ruined! . I know right well, too,
what the Cuban pgitators snd drenmers
and revolutionists are, and how they would
govern the island If they got It Into thelr
hands, T amassured they wonld ruln it Tt
15 as plain ay that Bpaln would do it. Iam
not a man of wur or intrigue; not a politi-
clan at all,  Misgovernment has taken
fromn ma one thing after another, unti] 1
can see the end and know positively and
precisely whaet It s, If T was the ‘only
minti I this fx, why 1ot me go. One man
I& nothing to a nation, but if he represents
4 clusg, and that claks has furnished the
gold for court and eamp, the cluss In thy
Interest of tha product, should be regatded
ag o pert of the conntry,' v

This gentleman’s strong polnt was, of

Continued on Sccond Page,

Anfinitely . bettor for Spaln if Spaniards

FORGERY ON A
GIGANTIC SCALE,

Over One Hundred Lloyds
Companies in Business
on Bogus Charters.

Swindlers in New York Sell
Worthless Certificates to
Write Policies.

Graham McAdam, F, W. Anthony and
David Vandergaw Said to Haye
Been Indicted for the Crime.

ALL OF THEM OUT OF THE: CITY.

Law Officers Have Been Working on tne
Case for Months—A Convict Gave
Testimiony Against the
Forgers.

Wholesale forgery In the !ssugpnce of
worthless charters for Lloyd's fire Insur-
unce compunles 18 the charge upon which
three men have been lndieted. These men
nre now being searched for by the pollce
who have warrants for them, but so far
they have evaded arrest.

The men agultist whom the Indletments
dare sald to have been found are Graham
MeAdam, Frank W. Anthony and David
Vandergaw. Michael J. Boylan, who was
Mr. Anthony's partoer, Is now a prisoner
in the Tombs under the name of James
Boylan. i

The forgeries in which these men are
sald to be Ilmplleated are wide-reaching
and vitally affeet Insurunee polleles for
mllllons. of dollars. It 18 sald that the
thres meén have taken a leading part In the
manufacture and sule of bogus charfers
under which more than a hundred Lloyds
fire Insurance companles are pow belng
operated In this State.

Thera are now nearly 125 Lloyds com-
pauies doing business {n this elty. Of this
number Deputy Attorney-Genernl Rlchards
estimutes that not more then ten have
gennine ebarters. The others sre gald to
be forgerles, and It 1s for making and sgell
ing them that the alleged Indlctments were
returned agalnst the three men,

Aceused Men IMsappear.

MeAdnm, Anthotly and Vandergaw have
d'sappeared.  Anthony ieft home lnst Sats

Liouls. The Indictment against him s said
to have been returned Feiday night.  Me-

140 Nassau stveet, for some days, The
polles have Deen seardling foc him, but so
far without rucoess.

Vandergaw. who was In the resl estate
business, In Brooklyn, and whose home ls
at Queens, L, L, bas also disappeared.

The indlebuents which wersa found by
the Grand Jury are duoe to the long-con.
tinued and earefnl work of Deputy Attor
ney-General B, L. Richards, Jr., and Assist.
ant Distrlet-Attorney Battle. TFor months
they have been endeavoring to run down
the men who were selllng the bogus char-

and sold almost daily, the Btate officlals
had oot the slightest doubt, for new com-
panies were vonstantly being organized and
were beginping business on charters which
purported to have been tsken out nearly
four years ago, Just prior to the time when
the further organlzation of Lloyd's com-
panies was made lllegal by a change In the
Btate Insurance Inw.
How the Lloyds Do Business,

The Lloyds concerns are entirely d1fferent
In all their methods from the regular com-
patles. The syatem 18 of Duteh and Bag-
Iish' orlgln, and the first company was of-
ganlzed In England more than 230 yeurs
ago, taking its name from Its founder,
James Lloyds. The compunies are not in-
corporated, and are a  partnership, the
nnderwrlters belng personally responsible
for the loases which the company meef.

When these men are financially able to
puy losses all Is well, bot there was no
provislon to prevent men withont money
from organlzing the companies. As 4 con-
soquence In 1892 a law was passed which
took effect October 1, of that year, and by
the terms of which no persons were allowed
to engage In the Insurance business onless
they formed a corporation and bad a puid
ap eapltal of §250,000.

This fact cansed the charters of the
Lloyds compnnies to be In great demnnd
by thase who wanted to earry on & busliess
free from the vestrictions of the new law.
With few exceptions the olarters which
were In exlitence and hid not lpsed were
belng used by respectuble companles. There
were hardly more than a dogen of these at
the time, Sinee then more than o hundred
have ¢ome Into cxistence. That these were
operating on forged charters was charged
time and ugain, and efforts were made to
secure, prool.

Difficult Task for Offlcers,

Owing to the manner In which the for-
gery was done, this was a difficult task.
The system by which it s sald the State
has been flooded with worthless chnrters
has now been detected, and It is by this
meang that fIhe indletments are sald to have
been attalned. The men who are now
under indletment are alleged to  have
done much of the work In {ssulng the forged
papers and to have made nearly a Hutidred
in 1894. The artlcles of ngreement were
drawn up eltlier on printed blanks or were
typewrltten, and then aigued with the
names of persons who are alleged to have
no exlstence.

The agreement wans nnie-dated, so that
It appeared that It hed been made before
the prohibitory law was passed. Then, It
Is sald, a complalsant notary publie was
found who was ready to affix his slgnature
and seal to the paper and ecertlfy that it
Lad' been slgned In hWis preseénce In 1502,
The notary also dated his certificate as
though It had been signed by him in 1592,

To prevent the charter from lapsing any
becoming  worthless It was necessary to
show that business had been done under
It. For this purpose n polloy was made
out to scme friend of the forgers, This
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polley purported to have been lssued be-
fore the law took effect and usually eov-
ered household property sald to be lo-
cated In some part of Harlem. In some
of the charters the place named as the
house which was insured has been found
to be an empty lot.
Big Prices for Mem

TFor a tlme these charters brought blg
prices, and some of them were =old for
as much as §3,000, The forgers turned
them out so rapidly, however, that the
murket was soon overstocked, and the price
fell. Before long the forged chartors
could be bought for £1.600. Then they
went lower still) untll, toward the last,
they were sold for 100 and sometimes less,
These charters were made aod sold, it
{s sald. by two dlfferent syndleates of mon.
One of them Is sald to have besn eontrolled
and mannged by the three who are
now utder Indietment. It Iz éharged
by those who have been giving Informa-
tion to the State that Vandergraw forged
the names to the charters snd that Gra-
ham MeAdam drew up the documents
necessary to glve ..tlm- charters an sir of
logullity.

Anthony's part la sald to have been that
of a backer, hls position: In Brooklyn en-
abling the men to make better terms. for

Vandergraw, it s suaid; seeurad the signa-
tures of the nofury to the bogus docnments,
The notary who was cohlefly used was
Louls Canale, who has an oflice close to
the Tomba,

Boylan, as a close friend of Anthony, as-
slsted In many ways and freguently as-
sumed the part of the polleyholder, it ls
charged. In this gulse Boylan has made
many affidavits that he pald premioms for
Insurance to Robert McCann., It 1s sald
that no such muan a8 MeCann exists and
thit the signnture which Is attached to the
charters was put there by Vanderganw,

Story Told to the Grand Jury.

This statenient has been sworn to, It Is
sald, by Joseph Hegeman, who i sald to
have told the Grand Jury that be saw Van-
dergiw slgn the names of John B. Onkes,
Isnnce M, Hathonway and Ira S, Gardiner to
¢hurtéra which weére subsequently sold, It
is suid {hat these sames are fActitlons and
that no such persons. exist.

MeAdam had his office 8t No. 140 Nassan
street, and It is sald that It was there that
the forged pupers wore propared. A mung-
woitinh was employed as a typewrlter, and
to Rer was Intrasted the task of drawlug up
muany of the charters. She hes been belors
the rand Jury aud ber evidence, it Is said,
went far toward bringing about the indliet-
mentE,

Aftor she had made the typewritten coples

oo, sge |
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THE MAN WHO MADE THE DISASTER POSSIBLE.
The late Ds. & W. Elisleff, who Is supposed to bave foralslied the Abyssinlans

THE KING AND QUEEN

thelr charters than they otherwise could. |

.

HOW TTALIANS

Mavelek and his wife,

WERE BUTCHERED,

The Frightful Battle at Adua
in Which Five Thousand
Were Killed,

King Menelek Had Not Less
Than 100,000 Men Un-
der Command.

Somewhat Hampered by a Retinue
of 50,000 Womsn and
Children, et

BARATIERI'S FORCES ENUMERATED,

The Mistake of the General Was an Under
Estimate of the Enemy's Strength.
Only 40 Out of 270 Officers
Reported Alive.

By Julian Ralph,

London, March 4.—Although full detslls
of the engagement at Adua, which has just
been deolded so disnstrously to Itallans,
are not yet to hand, the following reliable
statement has been furnished me by an
lg:lian expert who ls conversant with the
geene of the encounter and the streagth of
the forces, and who has carefully coliated
hli fubts from the ofMlclal und other states
ments which up to the preésent moment
have succeeded In coming through from
Massowah,

For several weeks past General Barntier]

OF ABYSSINIA.

CAPTAIN MEKONNEN.,

One of the principal

Abyssinlan leaders,

TO SUE THE GOVERNMENT.

Owners of the Seized Lighter Will Claim
Damages

The trms;, hospital steres and nom-explo-
glves which were ecaptured by  Unlted
Biwies officlals an  the lghter J. 8, T.
Btrapahnn, and subsequently péleased by
the Governnient, were uot retorned to thele
on et yestbrduy, s they
clatmn by MoCaldfn Brothers. The Uphier
and frelptt will be pluced In bond to-gny
by the NeCaldln Brothees, who nin 1he
lguter. Vhe claim pgalust the owners of
tha fraliht Is for' lelhitefnge charges

The MeCaldin Brothoers also contemplate
o sult aminat Unlted Seates Marsha)l MeCar-
thy for il legally selzing and detaliug the
A T o e
v It wnk f o iy
‘the Tulted States. ; A
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were held ou & i

and the Emperor Menellk have faced sach
other In thellnes of hills which run wekt-
ward from Adigrat to Axum. Thelr outs
posts lave often sighted each ether and
often: exchanged shpts, but nelther fores
wished to mové owlng (o the strongtll of
their. respective poiitions, for the l:omtl'i;

the strengest ariny in 1le world could bé
annlhlated by a determined fok In two to

thres hours:
A MIGHTT FORTRESS TO CONQUER.

Ttallsn troops had Inbored at the fortifies-
tons of Adigrat till the place was honey-

cambed with esribworks snd though Mezne Ly
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